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I would like to start my message for this
month with my best wishes for a peaceful and
blessed Ramadan.
As you already know, our 2015 National
Conference is scheduled to be in Orlando,
Florida between October 31 and November 1.
Our national conference committee is already
established. It consists of Jamal Hassouneh
(Florida), Soliman Khudeira (Chicago), Hani
Almoghrabi (Wisconsin), Moe Fridy (Capital
Area), Amjad Obeid (California), Mahmoud ElGamal (Michigan), Bilal Almasri (Chicago), and
myself. The committee will start the
preparation and planning for the national
conference as early as next month.
The national career committee is working on
publishing our 2015 AAAEA Business
Directory. I encourage all business owners to
list their businesses in our directory. The
listing is free to all members. You can do so by
going to our website (naaaea.org) and follow
the business directory link to submit your
listing. Keep in mind that you need to register
and create an online account before you can
submit your listings. You can also email your
information to career.center@naaaea.org.
Additional information about the 2015 AAAEA
Business Directory can be found in this
newsletter.
It is my pleasure to inform you that a kickoff
meeting has already been scheduled in
Columbus, Ohio to establish a new Arab
American Association of Engineers Chapter.
The kickoff meeting will be on August 22,
2015. Our national outreach committee has
done a great job working with our colleagues
of Arab American professionals, in the filed of

engineering and
architecture, to
establish
this
chapter. If you
know of any
Arab American
engineers and
architects
in
Columbus,
please
have
them contact our national outreach
committee at outreach@naaaea.org to update
them on the meeting location and time. I am
looking forward to meeting our colleagues in
Columbus and other areas as well. Our
national outreach committee is also working
with our colleagues in different areas to
establish chapters in Arizona, Louisiana, and
other areas.
Several activities by many chapters are being
planned for end of July and August as well as
annual dinner gala events by many chapters to
be held in October and November. Keep ready
this newsletter to find out more about these
events.

Together we can go much further.

Rabih Najib
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AAAEA-Texas
News
UPCOMING
EVENTS

SAVE THE DATES
ILLINOIS PINIC
The Arab American Association of Engineers and Architects in Illinois
(AAAEA-IL), invites you to our 2015, summer picnics.
Sunday 7/26/15
Saturday 8/22/15
Sunday

9/6/2015

Venue: Ty Warner Park

ALMUHANDES
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AAAEA-Illinois News
Project Pipeline
Have your children learn about Engineering
AAAEA-Chicago is pleased to support the Illinois chapter of the National Organization of Minority Architects (I-NOMA) in their fourth
annual Project Pipeline. This collaboration is only the latest of
AAAEA’s endeavors to increase involvement in diverse activities and
prioritize meaningful community engagement. This follows AAAEA’s
recent invitation to speak about diversity at the United States Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board “Celebrate Diversity” Event and
successful implementation of the first ever Arab American Big Brother Big Sister Mentoring program.

Project Pipeline is a day camp aimed to expose Chicago 6th-8th graders to the design professions of architecture and engineering. This
year’s program will take place from August 20th to August 23rd at the
University of Chicago campus. Students will be exposed to architecture and design basics including sketching seminars, model building
workshops, walking tours, and presentation of real design problems.
This year’s theme is “Social Good through Design.” AAAEA worked
closely with Arab American Family Services (AAFS) and local schools
to reach out to eligible students.
Curerntly, AAAEA is seeking opportunities for engineering firms and
members of AAAEA to collaborate on the project in terms of financial sponsorship or volunteering to mentor during the camp. Educating the youth on the exciting career choices they have in architecture and design is an increasingly important goal for developing future talent.
For those interested in the program, please reference the links below:
Project Pipeline Brochure

NOMA Flyer

Please feel free to contact Dana Al-Qadi (dana.alqadi@aecom.com)
with any questions or concerns.

ALMUHANDES
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AAAEA-Illinois News
2015 College Scholarship Information

PURPOSE
The main objective of this scholarship is to promote Engineering, Architecture, and Computer Science as worthy
professions, and to foster stronger ties to the Arab American Community.
Depending on the availability of funds, the scholarship is presented in October 2015 at the Annual Meeting. The
recipient is recognized with a certificate at the Annual meeting of AAAEA-IL and is required to accept the award
in person.
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
The AAAEA-IL scholarship is available only to student members of the AAAEA who are Arab and/or of Arab ancestry, and attending an accredited four year college or university in the State of Illinois, or a resident of Illinois
attending college elsewhere.
APPLICATION DEADLINE
No later than 4:00 PM July 20, 2015.
MAIL THE COMPLETED PACKAGE TO:
AAAEA-IL Scholarship Committee

P. O. Box 1536
Chicago, IL 60690-1536

For More Details, please click here.
For a Scholarship Application, please click here.
ALMUHANDES

5

VOLUME

IX

ISSUE

VI

PAGE

AAAEA-Illinois News
Picnic # 2
When July 26, 2015 from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Where : Ty Warner Park, Westmont, IL, 60559, United States

The Arab American Association of Engineers and Architects of Illinois (AAAEA-IL), invites you to our 2015 second
summer picnic.
The Picnic includes Fun and games for children and adults!! It provides families quality time to enjoy their time
among their friends and colleagues and simply to make new friends.

There are water games for children (water park is $4 for non-residents). We suggest that families bring extra
clothes and towel so they enjoy the water park.
Bring your favorite dish and Share with friends!
Grilled burgers and hot dogs will be provided!

For More Information:
Click Here
Start: July 26,2015, 2013 10:00 am
End: July 26, 2015 5:00 pm
Cost: Free
Organizer: Issam Rayyan
Phone:312-409-8560
Email: activity@aaaea.org
Venue: Ty Warner Park
Address: Ty Warner Park, Westmont, IL, 60559, United States
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AAAEA-Capital Area News
June 2015 Learn & Network Meeting
Saturday June 13, 2015 from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM EDT
Thomas Jefferson Library, 7415 Arlington Blvd., Falls Church, VA 22042

The Capital Area Chapter held its “June Learn & Network meeting” on June 13 at Thomas Jefferson Library in
Falls Church, Virginia.
The meeting was well attended and featured a presentation about the newly built Turkish Mosque in Maryland.
Turkish American Community Center
Facchina Concrete Frames continue their long tradition of complicated projects with the construction of the
Turkish American Community Center, which includes a parking structure, fellowship hall, convent / monastery,
Turkish bath, cultural center and, the centerpiece, the mosque. The Turkish American Community Center had an
abundance of diversity and complexity to necessitate five form work systems and required extensive planning,
modeling and coordination between contractors and designers. The presenters will display how their
synchronization and team effort resulted in a one of kind project.
The Presenters:
Scott Hover - BIM Specialist - Facchina Construction Concrete Frames

Scott, a graduate of Towson University, has been with
Facchina since 2004. He has been an Estimator, Project
Engineer and now Senior BIM Specialist. Scott is a
leader in BIM technology and has been modeling
concrete
structures
for
over
five
years.
Kenny Graff - Project Manager - Facchina Construction Concrete Frames
Kenny, a graduate of High Point University, has been with Facchina since 2005. He has been an Estimator,
Project Engineer and is now Project Manager on some of Facchina's most prominent and difficult projects. He is
PT certified and has all of necessary prerequisite training such as OSHA-30, Corp of Engineers Quality
Management, Revit, Trenching, Scheduling and more as a leader in Facchina's Concrete Frames Division.
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AAAEA-Texas News
General Assembly and PMP Preparation Seminar
Sat., May 30, 2015

11:00-1:00 PM

AAEAA Texas is very pleased to informed
you about the annual election and general assembly meetings that occurred for
Dallas-Fort Worth (DFW) on Saturday
June 13th, 2015. The Arab American Engineers & Architects Association (AAEAA) is
IRS Tax Exempt and registered in the
State of Texas as a non-profit organization. Among the members are educators,
professional engineers, architects, computer scientists, engineering company
owners, partners, students and associate
members.
The election included electing the following nine (9) positions for each Chapter as follows;
The President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Student Representative.
The Membership Committee, The Financial Committee, The Education Committee and Activity Committee Chairpersons
The AAEAA Texas would like to thank our election board committees for their time and help to run the elections and the
voting process. The following are our election board committees;
Ahmad Khammash, P.E., Jamal Gharbieh, P.E.

On Saturday June 13th, 2015, the DFW Chapter hold its annual election and general assembly meeting at Lina T. Ramey and
Associates, Inc. office in Dallas Texas.
Dr. Raed Sbiet as the Keynote Speaker for DFW Chapter presented a wonderful presentation about “ Project Management
Preparation” . More Details about Dr. Raed, please visit http://raedsbeit.com/
The elected executive board for AAEAA-DFW 2015/2016 includes;
President- Hosam Salman
Vice president- Ammar Qashshu
Treasurer- Ahmed Gaily
Secretary- Ibrahim Hussein
Student Representative-Yara Hussein
Education Committee- Amani Saleh
Membership Committee- Reyad Ghosheh
Financial Committee- Jamal Gharbieh (appointed after the elections by the elected board)
Activities Committee- Kassem Elkhalili

ALMUHANDES

8

VOLUME

IX

ISSUE

VI

PAGE

AAAEA –Business Directory

The National Arab American Association of Engineers & Architects is working on publishing its First
Business Directory.
If you would like to be included in our first Business Directory, email us the following by September 30,
2015:
·

Business Name

·

Business Address (Street, City, State, Zip Code)

·

Business Website

·

Business Telephone

·

Description of Your Business

·

Business Category

·

Your contact information

·

Business Logo in High resolution Image Format

The directory will be published by the end of the year.
Cost: FREE to AAAEA members. $50 for non-members.

Email National Career Committee : career.center@naaaea.org

AlMuhandes Upcoming Deadlines
ARTICLES DEADLINE DATE

PUBLICATION DATE

Thursday, July 23, 2015

Tuesday, July 28, 2015

Thursday, August 20, 2015
Thursday, September 24, 2015

Tuesday, July 25, 2015
Tuesday, September 29, 2015

ALMUHANDES
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AAAEA Online EIT/FE Review Course
Are you planning to take the EIT Exam?
AAAEA-Chicago offers online EIT/FE Preparation Videos.
The videos were previously recorded at the Illinois Institute of Technology (IIT) campus. The lectures
taught by highly knowledgeable professionals and experts in their fields. These classes are designed
to help you prepare for the EIT/FE Exam and concentrate on in depth reviews and problem solving of
each of the topics listed below.
The videos are streamed online and can be accessed from any computer with an internet connection.
Study, learn, and review at your own pace around your own schedule.
The EIT (or FE) Exam is offered six times a year . Registration for the EIT exam is done through NCEES.
Please referrer to ncees.org for exam dates and registration methods.
Video Topics:
Mechanics of Materials I
Mechanics of Materials II
Mathematics I
Mathematics II
Thermodynamics
Probability & Statistics
Chemistry
Statics
Engineering Economics
Computer Science &
Electrical Engineering
Dynamics- I
Dynamics- II
Fluid Mech.

Instructor
Dr. Khudeira, PE, SE
Dr. Khudeira, PE, SE
Dr. Shuaibi
Dr. Shuaibi
Mr. Ashraf Al Hayek
Dr. Shuaibi
Dr. Aheda Saber
Mr. Grainawi, PE, SE
Mr. Bou-Saab, PE
Mr. Baha Al-Abed
Dr. Elqaq, PE
Dr. Mahamid, PE
Dr. Mahamid, PE
Dr. Mahmoud Issa, PE

Price:
Members: $100
Non-Members: $200
For More Information Email: education@aaaea.org
ALMUHANDES
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National AAAEA - Identity Brochure 2015

Click to download your PDF copy

Advertise with AlMuhandes Today
FULL PAGE AD
Monthly $50
Semi-Annual $250
Annual $450

Business Card AD
Semi-Annual $75
Annual $125

HALF PAGE AD
Monthly $35
Semi-Annual $150
Annual $250








ALMUHANDES

Quarter Page AD
Monthly $20
Semi-Annual $100
Annual $180

Send your advertisement to AlMuhandes@naaaea.org
Include your name, address, email and phone number.
Please be aware that we reserve the right to refuse any advertisement
If we create your Ad, it will be extra $100 per page.
Payment is due at the time of advertisement.
AlMuhandes is published on the last Tuesday of every month. Deadlines are on Thursdays
prior to the last Tuesday.
AlMuhandes is posted monthly at the National AAAEA website and emailed to over 2000
members & Friends.
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Interview of the Month - Wael Faqih
Please introduce yourself: education, background and family.
My name is Wael Faqih, PE, CEO & Sr. Vice President at FALCON
Engineering Services, Inc. BS Civil Engineering (San Diego State University1980) & MS Construction Management ( Cal State Fullerton-2000).
I founded, with my wife of 28 years “Maha Faqih, PE”, FALCON
Engineering Services, Inc. in 2007. Maha is the president of the company. I
have 2 boys (Ahmad , Civil Engineer, Sami, Business Administration & Tech.
Support.) Dina studied music and assist in managing the corporate office.
FALCON grew from one person in 2007 to 39 in 2015 with accelerated
growth within the last 3-years.

When and how did you learn about AAAEA?
Through Gus Nakhoul, Amjad Obeid, Azzam Saad , and Dina El-Tawansy after
their initial meeting with the Chicago chapter 4-5 years ago since the California
Chapter started. We
have been involved with this organization since
then.

Wael Faqih

You have been involved, committed, and supportive of our community and its
organization. How rewarding this support has been and the impact on our
community at large and our engineering community in particular?

ALMUHANDES

It is rewarding beyond belief. Having a business gives you the leverage and
resource to support and be effective. At FALCON; all our employees are family
members regardless of ethnicity, religion, or sexual background as long as they
are qualified and productive.
FALCON has been the leader in giving young engineers & interns (engineering
major students) the opportunity to get appropriate on-the job training. FALCON
hires each year 4-8 interns depending on the work load assigning them to a
specific project.
FALCON granted numerous scholarships to engineering students, and
encouraged high-school kids to study engineering. Most of these scholarships
are offered through local/national organizations such as the AAAEA, PAWA,
Palestinian Children Relief Fund,, and other charity organizations.

PAGE

Interview of the Month– Continued
It is a great tool to bring young Arab American Engineers together to network,
and establish an identity to be proud of. We see a significant increase in the
number of students applying. I’m pleased to see the new generation of young
Arab American (A.A.) engineers take the leadership in our S.C.A. chapter with the
help and mentorship of our esteemed chapter founders; this organization will
grow and prosper faster and steadier.
As a business owner how do you see AAAEA benefiting your business?
It has a positive impact on the engineering community at large in Southern
California, not just A.A. businesses. It helps in establishing relations and
networking opportunities with other firms and professionals, helps unemployed
engineers find employment opportunities through the organization’s events. Also
helps us meet and establish relations / teaming opportunities with other subconsultants providing supporting services.
How do you see the progress at the national and local level of AAAEA?
Progress is generally slow as vast majority of the A.A. Engineers appear to be
reluctant to join or even participate in the chapter’s events. I believe some of the
reasons attributed to the political/cultural/religious mess we have at our
respective home countries. Add to that the perception and stereotype of Arabs
in the US. Many people shy away from identifying themselves as proud Arab
American professionals. I think we can and should do better to alleviate such
stigma and make people proud of their heritage as they are proud of being
American.
What do you think of ALMUHANDES ?
It is an excellent communication tool for the Arab American Engineering
community.

ALMUHANDES

Wael Faqih

AAAEA has 8 different AAAEA scholarship programs in the US invested almost
$250,000 since 2000. One of these programs is in California and you have been a
standing donor. How do you see the impact on our students?
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TECHNICAL ARTICLE
Preparing a New Generation of Engineering Graduates: Innovators, Leaders, Critical Thinkers,
and Project Managers
By: Dr. Nabih Bedewi
Managing Director, Global EEE

This article provides an overview of international student competitions aimed at enhancing engineering education
beyond classroom learning. Students from all disciplines of engineering, architecture, computer science and even
business management are taking part in these projects to develop their non-technical skills that are essential in
today’s workplace. The competitions are now being held in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) in a deliberate attempt to bridge the gap in education between East and West, and to afford Arab students the same opportunities for personal development. Competitions are also held at the middle and high school levels to encourage
children to pursue college education and careers in STEM fields. We are always looking for engineering professionals to serve as technical inspectors and project advisors. Feel free to email me at nbedewi@GlobalEEE.org to
learn more about these exciting competitions and opportunities. We are also in need of sponsors and volunteers
for an upcoming competition in Egypt. If you don’t have the time to read the entire article, please take 5 to 10
minutes to visit the event web site and view the short videos posted on the sponsorship web site of actual competitions held recently in MENA.

ALMUHANDES

14

VOLUME

IX

ISSUE

VI

TECHNICAL ARTICLE :

PAGE

15

Preparing a New Generation of Engineering Graduates

Introduction
Educational institutions throughout the world are reinventing their approach to educating students in order to keep
up with the rapidly changing global conditions. Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) are
becoming more important than ever with today’s technology-driven economies. Emphasis on the shift in energy
sources and increasing demand for energy efficiency, coupled with the underlying urgency to address the alarming
environmental decline, is creating a shift in education to prepare children and college graduates for the emerging
renewable energy economy. The success of nations over the next 30 years will depend not only on the availability
of renewable energy resources, but to a greater extent, on its industries and a well prepared generation of professionals and leaders. These professionals, including engineers, teachers, economists, lawyers, and government
and business leaders, must develop a good understanding of technology and advancements in renewable energy.
Furthermore, critical thinking and innovation will become a prerequisite for future competitiveness.
Adequately preparing the future generation for these changing trends cannot be accomplished by the education
sector alone, but rather by a nation as a whole. National strategies and programs must be developed by governments, corporations must create stronger ties with academia to catalyze the infusion of latest technologies and
trends, and universities must take a leadership role in supporting K-12 educators especially in the STEM fields. To
infuse critical thinking and innovation into the education process, students must also be challenged through handson projects that encourage them to compete against some of the best in the world in their pier group. Hands-on
projects and competitions have become the standard in education.
University Competitions
Several major collegiate competitions with emphasis on renewable energy technologies take
place throughout the world. The projects challenge students in many disciplines to design,
build and compete at international events. The
two most popular are the solar car challenges
and the solar decathlon. University teams comprised of anywhere from 30 to 300 students
work on building high performance and complex race cars and homes powered exclusively
by solar energy. Today there are several major international solar car races in the US, Australia, Japan, Chile, Abu
Dhabi, Morocco, and Europe, and four solar decathlon competitions in the US, Europe, China, and Columbia, with
an upcoming one in Dubai. More information on these projects is presented in the next section. Global EEE works
closely with the International Solarcar Federation and US Department of Energy in these events, in particular in the
MENA.
Another equally exciting collegiate competition is the Global Hybrid-Electric challenge whereby students build and
race single-seat vehicles. Unlike solar car events which are held on major roads in cross country settings, the HEV
races are held on a track, keeping the cost and complexity of the vehicles far less. Upcoming competitions are
planned in Egypt, Morocco, and the UAE.
The cars are single person, lightweight, aerodynamic, high-efficiency, electric-motor-driven vehicles with three
wheels. They must meet specific design and safety rules, and are powered by advanced Lithium Iron Magnesium
Phosphate (LiFeMnPO4) battery packs with an energy capacity of 1.5 kW-hr. In addition to electricity, the cars
utilize a petrol engine generator which provides electricity
for a charger which powers the electric motor and charges

ALMUHANDES
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Preparing a New Generation of Engineering Graduates

the battery pack. The battery is also equipped with an advanced battery management system and energy equalizer which provides feedback about the health of the cells and ensures equal energy storage in each cell.
The generators utilize sophisticated electronics which condition and stabilize the electric power. They can also run
in eco mode which reduces the energy consumption and emissions. A battery management system is also attached to the advanced battery pack to balance the energy storage between the cells and provide data which is
used by the teams to optimize their race strategy. Awards are given to the overall winners, as well as categories
including Fastest Qualifying Time, Technical Innovation, Best Presentation, Sportsmanship, Team Safety, WISE
Female Engineer, Vehicle Workmanship, among others.
Solar Car Racing Overview
Solar race cars began competing in the 1980’s as an intellectual and practical exercise for engineering and technology students as well as professional
engineers. Races are generally held on
major public roads in cross-country
multiday staged formats. The cars
combine technology used in the aerospace, alternative energy and automotive industries. Unlike most race cars,
solar cars are designed with severe
energy constraints imposed by the race regulations. These rules limit the energy used to only that collected from
solar radiation, albeit starting with a fully charged battery pack. As a result optimizing the design to account for
aerodynamic drag, vehicle weight, rolling resistance and electrical efficiency are paramount. Over the past decade,
advanced technology has prompted interest for race sponsorships from government and alternative energy companies.
The three most notable international solar car races are the World Solar Challenge, held in Australia in October of
odd years, the American Solar Challenge, held in the USA in July of even years, and the World Green Challenge
held in Japan in August every year. They are contested by a variety of university, vocational schools, and corporate teams. University teams participate in order to give their students experience in designing and constructing
high technology cars and working with environmental and advanced materials. In the past corporate teams participated in the races to give their design teams experience of working with technologies paramount for electric and
hybrid electric vehicles. The latest addition is the United Solar Challenge series, with the first held in Abu Dhabi in
January 2015.
The cars require intensive support teams similar in size to professional motor racing teams. The solar car travels
escorted by a small caravan of support vehicles. In a long distance race each solar car will be preceded by a lead
vehicle that can identify problems or obstacles ahead of the race car. Behind the solar car there will be a mission
control vehicle from which the race pace is controlled.
Here tactical decisions are made based on information
from the solar car and environmental information about
the weather and terrain. Behind the mission control
there might be one or more vehicles carrying replacement drivers, spare parts, maintenance support, as well
as supplies and camping equipment for the team.

ALMUHANDES
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Preparing a New Generation of Engineering Graduates

Solar Decathlon
The U.S. Department of Energy Solar Decathlon is a biennial event that challenges collegiate teams to design,
build, and operate solar-powered houses that are cost-effective, energy-efficient, and attractive. The winner of the
competition is the team that best blends affordability, consumer appeal, and design excellence with optimal energy
production and maximum efficiency. The first competition was held in 2002, and today, similar sanctioned events
by DOE are held in Spain, China, France, and Columbia. A new competition is planned in Dubai in 2018. The
events, which generally span 26 consecutive days from house load in to load out, allows the teams 9 days to assemble their homes, followed by 8 days of competition in which the public is able to visit and tour the houses. In
the 2013 US Decathlon, there were 357,000 house visits, including more than 50,000 house visits from schoolchildren and teachers. Team sizes range from 50 to 300 students spanning architecture, electrical/mechanical/civil
engineering, computer science, business management, among others.
Junior STEM Competitions (K-12)
Junior STEM competitions are comprised of several hands-on, multi-disciplinary projects that motivate K-12 students and illustrate how pursuing careers in the fields of science, math, technology and engineering can be exciting and highly rewarding particularly when applied to renewable energy sources. These competitions provide an
opportunity for students to use scientific know-how, creative thinking, experimentation, and teamwork to design,
build and race different types of model cars. In addition, many of these projects allow the students to explore their
artistic creativity by personalizing the shapes and colors. Projects can be worked on in both science and art classes. All participants use a standardized kit for the respective project. With the exception of a few car specific regulations, unlimited ingenuity and inventiveness can be used in the construction. Awards are given for design in addition to the track events.
There are a number of competitions hosted by Global EEE with available cost-effective kits. Most are accompanied by academic programs, teacher training sessions, how-to videos, and sample syllabi. Other projects and kits
are available that cover a broad range of renewable energy topics such as fuel cells, wind generators, solar
homes, etc. The following summarizes the objectives for these competitions:

Students use mathematics and science principles together with their creativity in a fun, hands-on educational
program.
Using engineering principles, students get excited about generating ideas either individually or in a group and
then building and modifying models based on these ideas.
Students can see for themselves how changes in design are reflected in car performance.
For the advanced projects students work together on teams to apply problem solving and project management
skills.
For high schools, the most prestigious competition is the Electric Vehicle Grand Prix which is similar to the collegiate HEV, except it does not involve a petrol generator, and uses less sophisticated Lead-acid batteries as opposed to Lithium cells. High school teams acquire special kits that include all the major components needed to
build a vehicle. There is sufficient room for critical thinking and innovation, without the high risk involved in building
a ground-up vehicle. The most recent high school competition was held in Washington DC.

ALMUHANDES
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NATIONAL OUTREACH COMMITTEE UPDATE
AAAEA IS COMING TO COLUMBUS, OHIO

Kick‐off Meeting

August 22nd, 2015
11 AM
ALMUHANDES
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AAAEA COMMUNITY IMPACT
Scholarship Program
AAAEA Has contributed more than

$226,000
in Scholarships Nationwide to Arab American
Students between 2000-2015

ALMUHANDES
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2015 NAAAEA Scholarship Program

PURPOSE
The scholarship award is established by the National AAAEA and is presented to Undergraduate and Graduate students in the areas of Engineering, Architecture and Computer Science on the national level.

AMOUNT
Depending on the availability of funds, the scholarships will be awarded annually in a determined amount.
The names of the winners will be announced by October 31, 2015 at the Annual AAAEA National Conference
in Orlando, Florida. The winners will receive a scholarship certificate and a check.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
The NAAAEA scholarship is available only to student members of the AAAEA who are attending an accredited college or university.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
All application materials are due to NAAAEA no later than 4:00 PM CST on September 25, 2015. Incomplete
applications or late applications will automatically be discarded.
Applicants will be notified by email of the final decision.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO DOWNLOAD THE APPLICATION CLICK HERE

ALMUHANDES
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AAAEA Illinois
2015 Annual Meeting
When Thursday, October 14, 2015—5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Where : Drury Lane, Crystal Ballroom
100 Drury Lane Oakbrook Terrace, Illinois 60181

This year our celebration program features

Distinguished Speakers
Randall S. Blankenhorn - keynote speaker
Secretary of Transportation-State of Illinois
Guest speaker

Dr. Kareem Kazkaz
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

Scholarship , ACT ,Achievement,

and Service awards
Come Join us and Enjoy Networking with AAAEA

For questions or to contact us
aaaea@aaaea.org
(312) 409-8560 (AAAEA-Illinois) - Voice Mail
P.O. Box 1536
Chicago, IL 60690-1536

$50.....Individual Ticket
$600....Table of 10/ Sponsorship

ALMUHANDES
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What’s in it for me ?
In 2013, when I started my educational journey in Illinois Institute of Technology (IIT) as a full time Structural Engineering Student, I didn’t think joining a student organization was an option.
Many students, including myself at first, neglect the notion that
involvement in a student organization is virtually as important
as maintaining a high GPA. With some encouragement from my
friends that saw my potential as a leader in an organization, I
was convinced to join a couple of organizations that seemed
interesting. One of the organizations they recommended was
AAAEA. To narrow down the numerous options I had, I decided
to attend a few events from each organization to decide which
one I want to be become a part of.
The first event I attended was the General Body Meeting for
AAAEA-IIT Chapter. There, I met a few of the executive board
members whom I asked about the organization and the events they have planned. I was impressed by the purpose and vision of this organization. It was at that moment that I decided this is the organization I would dedicate
my time for. For a year I was just an active member attending each student chapter event and AAAEA-IL Chapter
event. I learned more about the organization each day and realized the potential this unique organization has. I
was appointed to the IIT Student Chapter executive board in 2014. In return, I became extensively involved in
every aspect of AAAEA. I met many professionals from the AAAEA-IL Chapter and was able to share my experiences with students to encourage their involvement in the organization.

I loved this organization and my goal was to make students more interested and realize the potential I saw in this
organization when I first joined it. Our executive board did an amazing job with the events we held. Consequently, AAAEA-IL was recognized by Campus Life and received a certificate of Excellence in programming. A couple of
years later, as graduation day was approaching quickly and finding a job became a priority, I reached out to a couple of professionals that I met from the organization; they were very resourceful and happy to help out in every
way possible. I would like to thank all AAAEA-IL for the continuing help and tremendous support they showed us.
I would like to extend special thanks to Bilal Almasri for following up with each one of us and making sure our
resumes are sent to the right person. Joining AAAEA-IL was one of the best decisions I made during my undergraduate years at IIT. I hope this organization will continue to be successful and serve our community. I will always be a part of AAAEA-IL and continue to contribute to it and help the upcoming generations to continue to
keep this organization successful and beneficial to our community.
Sincerely,
Mohamed Esily
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SUPPORT AAAEA
Support AAAEA by shopping on Amazon
If you already shop on Amazon, we invite you to
use smile.amazon.com and choose "Arab Americans Association for Engineers & Architects" as your charity of choice.
The shopping experience is identical to Amazon.com with
the added benefit that the AmazonSmile Foundation will
donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to AAAEA
once selected as the charity of choice. Below are the steps
to do that:

1- Visit smile.amazon.com
The entire shopping experience is the same and most products available on amazon.com are available at AmazonSmile
2- Sign in and choose your charity
The screen will look slightly different depending on whether your not you’re already signed into Amazon. If
you’re already signed in, Simply search for "Arab Americans Association for Engineers & Architects", and
then proceed to step 3

You can also click on the following link to search for charitable organizations:
http://smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/change.html/ref=smi_se_abtpo_change_cycsc
f you’re not signed, enter your regular Amazon email address and password. Then do the above step, and then
proceed to step 3.
3- Select "Arab American Association For Engineers & Architects" in Chicago, IL
4- Start shopping, and share with your friends and relatives!
Once you've selected your charity everything else functions the same. Shop for your favorite products. Most
products are eligible on Amazon Smile–if not, you’ll be notified. You can checkout normally as well. No extra cost
is passed onto you–Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchase to AAAEA!
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METLIFE
National Arab American Association of Engineers and Architects

Association Discount Program
MetLife’s Disability Insurance Association Discount Program offers you an opportunity to receive
high-quality coverage at discounted rates.
The program offers:
• 10% premium discount with gender-distinct rates1 and full underwriting.
• Noncancelable and Guaranteed Renewable coverage available. This means MetLife cannot cancel your coverage or increase your premium before age 65 or 67, or five policy years if later, as long as your premiums are paid on time.2
• Opportunity to customize coverage with optional riders,3 such as:
> Your Occupation Rider – If a total disability prevents you from performing the material and substantial duties of your
regular occupation, you could receive your full benefit even if you are able to work in another occupation.
> Residual Disability Rider – You can receive a partial disability benefit, under certain conditions, if a partial disability
causes you to lose a portion of your earnings (as specified in the rider).
> Catastrophic Disability Rider – Provides an additional monthly benefit if your condition meets the criteria of a catastrophic disability as set forth in the rider.4
> Guaranteed Insurability Benefit – Allows you to increase your coverage as your income increases over time, without
any medical underwriting at the time of increase. Financial underwriting is required to determine eligibility for an increase
in coverage.
> Life Event Rider – Allows you to apply for a one-time increase in coverage following a qualifying life event such as a promotion from your employer; increase in the number of family members; or graduation from an accredited post-secondary
educational institution.5
> Cost of Living Adjustment Rider – Helps your benefits keep pace with inflation when a disability lasts more than one
year.

For more information, contact :

Hussam Zayyad CFP® , MBA CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ practitioner Financial Services Representative
Metlife 2650 Warrenville Road, Suite 100 Downers Grove, IL 60515
Phone (630) 441-1268 Fax (630)725-1240

hzayyad@metlife.com
Website: www.HussamZayyad.com
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METLIFE
Guaranteed Level Term
Designed to Deliver Financial Protection When It’s Needed Most
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APPEAL FROM ALMUHANDES
ARTICLES

ANNOUCEMENTS

STORIES

PRESS RELEASES

PICTURES

INFORMATION

EVENTS

ENGINEERING

IDEAS

NEW CORNERS

Email your contributions to:
almuhandes@naaaea.org
Monthly Networking Meetings – You are not alone! Dozens of
professionals attend our collaborative events
Members Only Discount – Exclusive savings on all your local
professional networking and professional development costs,
Job Opportunities – Don’t be left out! Exclusive job
opportunities in the USA and the Middle East
Monthly AlMuhandes Newsletter – Our monthly AlMuhandes
newsletter is full of information about the community and the
professional events/opportunities.
Continuing Education Programs – Gain confidence in your
abilities by keeping yourself knowledgeable and relevant as a
professional while also getting members-only free or reduced
cost PDH certificates.
Scholarship Program – Our scholarship program is growing
and we have so far awarded over $140,000 of scholarship
money to students all over the United States.
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AlMuhandes Notes


National AAAEA (NAAAEA) is the publishing organization of
AlMuhandes; NAAAEA is a non-profit organization working to help its
members as well as the community as a whole.



AlMuhandes is downloadable and FREE through direct email to all AAAEA
members & friends, and available on the NAAAEA Web site; any content
in the AlMuhandes newsletters is used for informative or educational
purposes only.




AlMuhandes is published on the last Tuesday of every month.
All news and articles must be e-mailed to almuhandes@naaaea.org by the

Thursday prior to the publishing day.



All chapters must update their e-mail list in order to ensure the
distribution of AlMuhandes to all their members.



Rules for sending articles, pictures, etc.:
1.

Articles should be sent in their original format in any Microsoft
Office software instead of PDF.

2.

Pictures should be sent in any original picture format, and not
placed in a PDF.

3.

Announcements and email letters of any kind should be sent using
Microsoft Word format instead of the e-mail itself.

4.

Forwarding e-mails from “Constant Contact” should be done using
the Constant Contact “forward” button at the bottom of the email

instead of your e-mail “forward” button.
5.



We reserve the right not to publish any material sent.

Any questions, concerns or feedback regarding AlMuhandes should be
emailed to almuhandes@naaaea.org
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AAAEA is going to
Columbus- OH, and
Arizona
You can help by providing
contact information of engineers
who may be relatives,
colleagues, or friends.

Forward to Mr. Bilal Almasri
National Outreach Committee
Chairman

Outreach@naaaea.org
ALMUHANDES
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Picture of the Month

Forest Spiral - Hundertwasser Building
Architect: Heinz M. Springmann
This is a residential building complex located in Darmstadt, Germany. The building has a unique façade which doesn’t follow
a regular grid pattern and the windows appear as if they are dancing out of line and appear out of order. It was designed by
Viennese artist Friedensreich Hundertwasser and finally planned and implemented by architect Heinz M. Springmann. It
contains 105 apartments, an inner courtyard, a small artificial lake and also a playground for children. The building has 12
floors.

AAAEA Mission Statement
AAAEA is a professional Arab American association dedicated to help, strengthen, empower and inspire its
members for excellence. AAAEA promotes and advocates the Arab American Engineers, Architects and Computer
Science professionals in North America, by providing career and educational enhancement programs, technical
exchange, fellowship, and community service. AAAEA is a non-profit, non-political and non-religious Professional
Association. Membership is open to corporations, academic, professional institutions, and qualified individuals.

